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The Cleveland Museum of Art Panorama Film Series 
announces Still Lives: The Films of Pedro Costa 


Portuguese filmmaker’s poetic, minimalist movies are beginning to gain attention in America 


CLEVELAND (September 11, 2007) — In October, the Panorama Film Series at The Cleveland 
Museum of Art (CMA) presents Still Lives: The Films of Pedro Costa. Pedro Costa (b. 1959), a Portuguese 
filmmaker unknown in America, is quickly gaining fame thanks to this touring retrospective of his six features 
and various shorts, organized in the wake of the worldwide acclaim for his latest movie, Colossal Youth. 
Costa’s poetic, minimalist movies — often hybrids of documentary and fiction — have been likened to the 
ascetic masterworks of the great Robert Bresson. 

Colossal Youth is the third part of a trilogy that Costa filmed in Fontainhas, a Lisbon shantytown 
populated largely by poor immigrants from Cape Verde. Working in close collaboration with the residents of 
this crumbling slum, Costa, in this film and the two earlier ones (Ossos, In Vanda’s Room), captured the lives 
of downtrodden people in a sensitive, non-exploitative way that exposes the condescension, heavy-handedness 
and sentimentality of many social-realist films. 

Admission prices to museum films are: $8, CMA members $6, seniors 65 & over $5, students $4, or 
one Panorama voucher. Panorama Film Series vouchers (in books of 10) cost $55, CMA members $45. 
CMA’s newly renovated parking garage will re-open on October 8. Until then, filmgoers can find alternate 


parking on the street or at other University Circle institutions. 


Pedro Costa films: 


Ossos (Bones) 

Sunday, October 7, 1:30 p.m. 

Friday, October 12, 7:00 p.m. 

Directed by Pedro Costa, with Vanda Duarte. This bleak, laconic drama is set in a shantytown on the 
outskirts of Lisbon, where a newborn baby proves an unwanted burden to its teenage mother and a 
prop and a commodity to its beggar father. Cleveland premiere. (Portugal/France/Denmark, 1997, 
color, subtitles, 35mm, 94 min.) Preceded at showtime by Costa’s 16-min. Tarrafal (2007), his newest 
film. 


--more-- 


Pg. 2 CMA October Films 


The Blood 

Wednesday, October 10, 7:00 p.m. 

Directed by Pedro Costa. When their father disappears, two Portuguese brothers are visited by their 
mean uncle and two violent debt collectors. Pedro Costa’s striking debut film is “at once a fairy tale, 
film noir, love story, and murder mystery” (Cinematheque Ontario Programme Guide). Cleveland 
premiere. (Portugal, 1989, color, subtitles, 35mm, 95 min.) Preceded at 7:00 by Costa’s 13-min. Ne 
Change Rien (2005). 


In Vanda’s Room 

Sunday, October 14, 1:30 p.m. 

Directed by Pedro Costa. This exemplary work of humanist cinema focuses on Vanda Duarte, a real- 
life drug addict living in a hellish Lisbon slum that is being demolished around her. Shot on digital 
video, this unsentimental portrait dispenses with most drug-movie clichés, capturing a proud character 
(who was first seen in Costa’s previous film Ossos) without self pity. Cleveland premiere. 
(Portugal/Germany/Italy/Switzerland, 2000, color, subtitles, 35mm, 178 min.) 


Casa de Lava (Down to Earth) 

Wednesday, October 17, 7:00 p.m. 

Directed by Pedro Costa, with Inés de Medeiros, Isaach De Bankolé, and Edith Scob. A Portuguese 
nurse accompanies a comatose immigrant worker back to his Cape Verdean hometown, where she 
struggles to piece together the details of his life while navigating a strange, mysterious culture steeped 
in superstition. Cleveland premiere. (Portugal/France/Germany, 1995, color, subtitles, 35mm, 110 
min.) 


Colossal Youth 

Saturday, October 20, 1:30 p.m. 

Sunday, October 21, 1:30 p.m. 

Directed by Pedro Costa, with Vanda Duarte. One of the most rapturously received films of the past 
year is a minimalist portrait of an elderly, retired Cape Verdean worker who wanders around his old 
Lisbon slum neighborhood — as well as a new housing project where he has been moved — visiting 
other have-nots whom he calls his “children.” The exquisite cinematography evokes Vermeer. 
Cleveland premiere. (France/Portugal/Switzerland, 2006, color, subtitles, 35mm, 155 min.) 


Where Lies Your Hidden Smile? 

Wednesday, October 24, 6:45 p.m. 

Directed by Pedro Costa and Thierry Lounas. Both a love story and a great movie about 
moviemaking, this portrait of the revered husband-and-wife filmmaking team of Jean-Marie Straub 
and Daniéle Huillet captures the pair as they painstakingly re-edit their 1999 film Sicilia! Cleveland 
premiere. (France/Portugal, 2001, B&W/color, subtitles, 35mm, 104 min.) Followed by Costa’s 18- 
min. 6 Bagatelas (2001), consisting of six unused scenes from Where Lies Your Hidden Smile ? 


Two Music Films 


To celebrate the start of the new Viva! & Gala Around Town concert season, we present two “world 
music” films. Half Moon, is the first of seven “Silk Road movies” that will complement the Viva! & Gala 
Around Town mini-series of music from Central Asia and the Near East. Admission to each film is $8, CMA 
members $6, seniors 65 & over $5, students $4, or one Panorama voucher. Panorama vouchers, in books of 10, 


can be purchased at the museum ticket center for $55, members $45. 


--more-- 


Pg. 3 CMA October Films 


Sound of the Soul 

Wednesday, October 3, 7:00 p.m. 

Friday, October 5, 7:00. 

Directed by Stephen Olsson. This portrait of Morocco’s Fez Festival of World Sacred Music — in 
which Muslims, Christians, and Jews perform at historic sites — reverberates with understanding, 
unity, and hope. Cleveland premiere. (USA, 2005, color, subtitles, Beta SP, 70 min.) 


Half Moon 

Friday, October 26, 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday, October 28, 1:30 p.m. 

Directed by Bahman Ghobadi. After the fall of Saddam Hussein, a legendary, elderly Kurdish 
musician living in Iran decides that he will perform in Iraq for the first time in 35 years. So he hires a 
minibus and embarks on a treacherous road trip, picking up his ten sons and an outlawed woman 
singer along the way. Cleveland premiere. (Austria/France/Iran/Iraq, 2006, color, subtitles, 35mm, 


114 min.) 
Full List of October Panorama Film Series screenings 
October 3 WEDNESDAY October 17 WEDNESDAY 
Film 7:00 p.m. Sound of the Soul $ Film 7:00 p.m. Casa de Lava (Down to Earth) $ 
October 5 FRIDAY October 20 SATURDAY 
Film 7:00 p.m. Sound of the Soul $ Film 1:30 p.m. Colossal Youth $ 
October 7 SUNDAY October 21 SUNDAY 
Film 1:30 p.m. Ossos (Bones) $ Film 1:30 p.m. Colossal Youth $ 
October 10 WEDNESDAY October 24 WEDNESDAY 
Film 7:00 p.m. The Blood $ Film 6:45 Where Lies Your Hidden Smile? $ 
October 12 FRIDAY October 26 FRIDAY 
Film 7:00 p.m. Ossos (Bones) $ Film 7:00 p.m. Half Moon $ 
October 14 SUNDAY October 28 SUNDAY 
Film 1:30 p.m. In Vanda’s Room $ Film 1:30 p.m. Half Moon $ 


The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The Museum is a significant 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. The Cleveland Museum of Art receives 
operating support from the Ohio Arts Council through state tax dollars to encourage economic growth, 
educational excellence and cultural enrichment for all Ohioans. For more information on the museum, its 


holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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